Fetal blood calcium response to maternal hypercalcemia induced in the cow by calcium infusion or by solanum glaucophyllum ingestion.
Bovine fetuses chronically catheterized in utero during the last month of gestation were used to study the relationships of maternal-fetal calcium and phosphate levels. Calcium infusion into the pregnant cows induced a rapid and marked increase in maternal plasma calcium but no change in fetal plasma calcium concentrations. Oral administration of Solanum glaucophyllum to the mother for 6 days raised the plasma concentrations of calcium and phosphate in both the mother and the fetus.